AISA 25.07.97
NATIONALISM AT FIFTY

»In believing that we are a nation, we are chasing a great delusion.
We can only attem»t to become a nation- in-the-making” :
-——-B.R. Ambedkar, on the eve of drafting the ConstltutLOn

Where does this agenda of nation-making stand, 50 years after India
waz declared a natlion? The freadom movement evoked a gense of
natlonallam whoee essential thrust was anti-imperialist. This
movement, with its legacy of Tebhaga, Punnapra - Vayalar, Telengana,
and the revolutionary models from Alluri Sjitarama Raju to Bhagat
Singh, had the potential aseeds of a democratic, egalitarian and
sovereign nation. But, the ruling elites who took over in 1947,
strait- jacketed these traditions to a version of Indiannezs which had
nothing to offer, beyond symbols of "composite culture”, like Ustad
Bismillah KXhan playing the Shehnai in the Vishwanath Temple at
Varanasei, blind to the notice outside the szame temple, barring entry
to “untouchables and mlechas”. A starry-eyed Indianness of thia
kind, which made w0 attempt to democratically transform society was
teceasarily brittle. Az smoclal and regional conflicta sharpened,
what remained of it was the slogan of "unity and integrity”, invoked
in wars against Pakistan or China, or against our own people in
Kaghmir or the North East.

The crushing of democratic movements by the Indian State as well as
its promotion of anti-Pakistan jingoism, made natural space for the
Sangh Parivar, which lg now trying to steal the worn out mantle of
nationalism from the beleaguered Congress. The RSS which had no role
in the anti-imperialist struggle, and had infa¢t dubbed the anti-
British struggle "reactionary”, (Golwalkar, Bunch of Thoughta) now
found a chance to complete its long cherished but mnever fulfilled
dream of a "one-culture, one-language, one-nation, Hindi-Hindu-
Hindusgtan” (Golwalkar, 1947) model of Indian nationalism.

On the one hand, the juggernaut of a homogenised Hindutva steamrolls
over not only religious minorities but even pluralities within
Hinduism; it thus posses a threat to national unity and is thereforea
anti-national. On the other, the votaries of globalisation are
undermining national sovereignty and autonomy and hence the very
concept of nationhood. Nationalism at 50, ie therefore under attack
from both these forcea. And on the political horizon, thsa RES5-backad
BIP by sguccessfully dovetailing US-dominated globalisation and
majoritarian nationalism, has emerged as the moat powerful enemy of
the nation today. ; %

1 £ Indian nationalism is indeed to be (re)defined and salvaged,
which traditions of the Indian national movement need to be Invokad,
and which to be c¢ritically reagscssed? Which are- the social
questions which .eed to be answered: And which social forces can
emerge as the champions of Indian nationalism today?

For a dlscusgeion of these questlions, AISA invites you to publie
meeting - '
‘Nationalism at 50",

Speakera : IMTIAZ AHMAD (Lokayan)
YOGENDRA YADAV (CSDS)

GANGA MESS Date: 25.09.97 TIME : 9:30 PM
Sd/- ! 8d/-
ASHOK SHARMA KAVITA KRISHNAN

Preasident, AISA, JNU Gen.Secy., AISA, JINU
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UNITY AGAINST 2 POLITICS OF FEAR
UNITY FOR DEMOCRATIC SPACE

There have been other times in the history of JNU  when
Students wapre not let into theje own campus without I-carda,
whaean meeting, interacting, drinking in the open at night ‘yasa
AN Sbecenity  for moral brigades in the Union and the
adminlastration. Thia ja not the time tqo gpell out the
implications of ARVP pPolitica. The implications are
foreknown, éspecially among women, who can Saense the Cordons
being drawn, trying to force People back into +theip rooms,
trying to force minds ints conformism and fear. Byt wheti the
ARV~ aod the administration Use the preass to force on no
images o¢ ourselves that ye not recognise it is time for s

to remember who we are and what e beliave ip.

Againast thia daily cycle of Fepression, rumaoug and despals ye
Wil ol OUut the wheelg of memory . This paat vear we have
had oup own unastoppable cycles of Protest with liberating

golidaritjag formed among studente ag:

o
%

it administration
apathy, H&cademic 8ycophancy and a brutal national pvolitics

which kif%gb our former Pregident Chandrashekhar Prasad .

When we f£a]l] back into the routines of an everyday time ang
Space, we atill recognise thoge who shouted, sang, marched,
wept  and sapilled blood in these movements . We ratuen to

private spaces knowing we will meet again.

And in Cesponse to this wea shatrs 5 Preasident and hig

erganistion who WwEF) “Hot uae his powers to protect us; who

vowed to fight thae ABVP fron within the Union but gave than

conatitutional pacea and wWould ot transcand tha
constitution +o S8top them when they violated 1t s cna the

outgoing President to open the gates of JNU and deal with tﬁe
show-causse notice which has been izssued on the girl for baing

at Parthasarthy Rocks .

We have d#een every other organisaticﬁ, whethar it la AISA
AISF, DSU, put Uup pamphletgs congratulating the patrticipation
Of “the S JNU community, but whe tegard as with svspleion and
contempt . Our cultural and economi ¢ insecuritieg and wounds
are manlipulated in this campus of 3000 odd, dividing us into
Mminlscule vota banka. Ue are hever called to take dicisions,
SoCuny platform&, form group, and wies wa 4o, they jeer at ua

openly.
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We can win back our demccratic space by Tthrowrng ots the

constrictions of dogmatic nationality, of cold calculation,
0f a politice of fear. We will win back Parthagarthy Rocks
the sense of a University, the streets, the nights, tha

library, the speeches, z2ong

&
=

%

, the classrooms, and mess-tables

and divest them of banalities and rhetoric.

Let us have articulations of new, extended

and expanded forms of every
not €111 the campus wilth the deadeniog din of their names and,
positions but speak out their ideoclogical differencas: Let

them be strengthened threough democratisation.

Two - prior —calls Hon otgaﬁisationél anity among left have
failed, firatly because they are unable to meet over a table,
- :
and because general students ramained outside the procegs.
Some among the . “independent’ students who have various
ideological leanings want to be pért of the decision - making
procesées whieh shape campus pclitics. We feel also that
there are several otﬁer unknown faces on thisz campus on whom
aLe the left organisations depend aaz thelr "floagng vote
bank”, who have shaped the history of this campus but cannot
identify themselves with the platforms of the existing left
organisations. We are issuing a call for left unity over the
higtory we have gpelt out, and the future -which. we wiil

elaborate. All those students who want a praxls to arise ou

ot

of . their hopes and labour of the past Yyears, all those
organisationa who will come to-gether on a platform while
they malntain thelr differences anﬁ practice, are aaked to
support this call with strength and declare ?heir regponse to

1Tt

Anu, Sonall, Subhayu, Rinky P., Leela, Subhasish, Sheeba K.
Umamaheshwari, Partho, Himanshu, DBodhisattwa, Shavmad

Aparna, Rochelle, Swaha, Shalini, Kalp Lata, Bhawna, Sanji

.

Rajarshi, Anindo.
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UNITY AGAINST A POLITICS OF FEAR
UNITY FOR DEMOCRATIC SPACE

There have been other times in the history of JNU when
atudents were not let Into thelr own campus without I-cards,
when meeting, interacting, drinking in the open at nilight Wi
an ohscenity for moral brigades B8 the Unlon :and -~ the
administration. Thia ia not the time to apell out the
implications of “ABVE: polifica. The implications are
foreknown, especially among woman, who can sense the cordons
being drawn, trying to force people back into their roomns,
trying to force minds into conformism and fear. But when the
ABVE, and the administration use the press to férce on - fO
images of ourselves that we not recognise it is time for ua

to remember who we are and what we belleave in.

Agalnat thias dally cycle of repraesagion, rumour and dezspalr wva
will roll out the wheels of memory. This past year we have
had our own unstoppable cycles of proteat with liberating
solldarities formed among students against adminlstration
apathy, academic sycophancy and a brutal national politics

which killed our former President Chandrashekhar Prasad.

When we fall back into the routines of an everyday time and
space, we etlll recogniee those who shouted, sang, marched,
wept and spilled blood in these movements. Ve redurn - to

private gpaces knowing we will meet again.

And in response to this we have a Preasident and his
organistion who will not use his powers to ﬁrotect us; who
vowed to fight the ABVP from within the Union but gave them
congtitutional apace Atid would not trangsceend the
constitution to stop them when théy violated it. We ask the
outgoling Presldent to open the gates of JNU and deal with the

show—-cauge notice which has been jssued on the girl for being

at Parthasarthy Rocks.

e have seen every other organisation, whether 1t L ALGERG
AlLSF, DSU, put up pamphlets congratulating the participation
faf the JNU community, but who regard ag with susplelon and
,contempt. Our cultural and economic insecurities and wounds
:are manipulated in this campus of 3000 odd, dividing use into
minlscule vote banks. We are never called to take diciasiona,
ooocupy platforms, form group, and whan we do, they jeer at us

openly.
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We «can win back our demccratic gpace by throwing off the

constrictions of dogmatic nationality, of cold calculation,
0f a politics of fear. We will win back Parthagarthy Rocks
the sense of a University, the streets, the-inights, = théa
livrary, the spesches, songs, the clagserooms, and meass-tablas

and divest them of banalities and rhetoric.

Let ue have articulationsz of the cfficial, old, new, extended
d

and expanded forme of every i eclogy. Let the organisation
i

i of theair names and,

not £i11 the campue with the deadening d
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Two prior calls for orgahisation&l unity among .left -have
failed, firatly because they are unable to meet over a table,
and becadss general students rema{ned outside the process:
Some among the . “independent’ studénts who have various
ideological leanings want to be part of the decision - making

procegsea which shape campus politica. WUa f

fid

& also that

]

there are several other unknown faces on this campua on  whom
all the left onganisations depend as thelr “ftloating . vete
bank”, who have shaped the history of this campus but cannot

identify  themselves with the platforms of the exlsting left

organisgations. We are issuing a call for left unity over the
higtory we have apelt out, and the future: which “we. will

elaborate. All those students who wvant a praxls to arise out
organisations who will coms to-gether on a platform while
they maintain theilr differences and practica, are aaked to
support this call with strength and declare their response ts

;i

Anu, Sonall, Subhayu, Rinky P:, Leela, Subhasish, Sheeba K.H..

Umamaheshwari, Partho, Himanshu, Bodhisattwa, Shacmadip .
Aparna, Rochelle, Swaha, Shalini, Kalp Lats, Bhawna, Sariix,

Rajarshi, Anindo.
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. Chandrashekhar Smriti Andolan

Contact Office: 170-A, Uttarakhand, J.N.U., New Delhi -110 067
Phone : 6177492

- Friends,
: Chandrashekhar Prasad, 33, twice president of INU Students Union and a CPI(ML) leader
! was killed in broad daylight while addressing a public meeting at J.P. Chowk in Siwan on 31 March,
along with his comrade Shyam Narayan Yadav. Chandrashekhar Smriti Andolan evolved out of the
series of nationwide protests involving students and a broad spectrum of intelligentsia. The ghastly
murder has brought into sharp focus the criminal takeover of political space in the fiftieth year of
independence. ’
Both Chandrashekhar and Shyam Narayan came from deprived social background and
had earned their stature as political leaders through an uncompromising struggle against comimn unal
forces. Their political murder at the hands of RJD MP Mohd. Shahabuddin has also unmasked the
real face of a political trend which masquerades still as the champion of secularism and social justice
while in reality they have sunk soul deep into criminality, corruption, politics of murder and massa-
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iminal Takeover of Political Space and

Chandrashekhar’s Martyrdom in the
50th year of Independence

 Date: 31 August, 1997
= Time: 1.30 p.m.
Venue: Sapru House Auditorium (Near Mandi House), New Delhi

Programme:
# Deliberations on the topic by delegates from all over India and emi-
nent citizens from different walks of public life.

A documentary in the memory of Chandrashekhar to be released
by Srimati Kaushalya Devi, mother of Chandrashekhar

< Release of ‘Samkaleen Janmat’, the journal of Chandrashekhar
Smriti Andolan’.

% A delegation meets Lok Sabha Speaker to submit memorandum
and signatures collected through an all-India signature campaign
demanding annulment of RJD MP Shahabuddin’s membership of
Parliament.

R:S. VP

Kamal Mitra Chenoy =~ Namwar Singh Nikhil Wagle Anand Patwardhan
Arvind N. Das Pankaj Bisht Achin Vanaik Krishna Kumar
Samshul Islam Amuit Sengupta Anuradha Chenoy — Shakeel Ahmad Khan
Arijit Mitra Vidyasagar Krishna Ananth Siyaram Sharma
Ranjit Abhigyan Lal Bahadur Singh Pranay Krishna Basant Chaudhary



DRAFTFORCONVENTION

s AUD JUSTICE FOR cHANDRASHELCHAR
RECAUSE HIS DEATH IS UNACCEPTARLE

It has been almost five months since Chandrashekhar died. He was young, just
about 34: bearded, lean and wiry, with one tooth half-broken, almost always very shy
and never, never aggressive. Even when he obsessively fought the Hindutva fanatics in
the campus of JNU, often with others, often absolutely alone. Chandu was a quiet
person, raw and lucid, and he valued his pauses, as much as his convictions.

For him, the entire country, especially the rural interior, was the terrain ofpolitical
struggle and liberation. But rural Bihar was his own cinematic reality, a dialectic which
he was chasing, because he had to reconcile the opposites. For Chandrashekhar, the
entire universe of love and hatred became éftortlessly transformed in this dark, dark by-
Janes of continuous meticulous human suffering, in the compulsive acceptance of this
suffering and in the inevitable rebellion in this suffering. Chandu’s cinema begin from
this moment of resurrection- the search for light in this perpetual, stagnant twilight.
The search for liberation where there was nothing but clear, abject slavery. Even fifty
years after independence. Yes, Even fifty years after. As the rulers and their inheritors
wallow in and celebrate the totality of absolute lies and absolute tragedies.

Since he was child and adolescent, Chandrashekhar felt and saw, this ongoing
farce of fifty years , its real nightmares. He saw at point blank range, poverty’s terrible
tragedies, made inevitable by the logic of the class and caste system which stands brutally
against the poor and crushed people of our own country. Chandu used to say, when
accused of vested political ambitions, “What greater and nabler ambition can a man
have in this world of opportunism, than to live and die like Bhagat Singh ?”” Many of
us who remember him now, as our fiiend and Comrade, cannot but help remember
Bhagat Singh and the great revolutionary trend he represented.

No, we are not trying to mythologise him. We are only trying to resurrect the
politics of young dreamers, who are not afraid anymore. Because they are so Pprecious.
Because their death is unacceptable.

Chandu wanted to go back to his village. He wanted to enter this dead-end of
Indian reality and find a by-lane, a back-street, a dead river, a highway — where
independence means truly what it means : equality, social justice, secularism, political,
cultural and economic liberation. Not as slogans, merely, but also as slogans. Not as
speeches, or praxis, merely, but also as speeches and praxis. Not as silence, surely,
not as silence. But also as silence. Thinking, feeling, introspective silence.

Now that every thing is silent except his clear absence, and his clear presence, we
want to remember this young revolutionary who broke barriers and dead-ends, and
resurrected a hundred thousand dreams for all of us to share. Even when he is dead.
Shot dead. In cold blood. Six bullets in his body. Pumped repeatedly with calculated
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precision. The clotted sign ofhis blood, near a shop which hurriedly put down its shutters
in shear terror, as Chandu tried to survive, might still be there. It might be still there at
J.P. Chowk, in Siwan, where he was murdered on 31st march last, by the goons of JD
MP and now RJD MP Mohd. Shahabuddin,

These signs remain as civilisational testimonies of a post-noon, early evening
massacre, as Chandu and his comrades were Just about addressing a street corner
meeting, so near the statue of Jai Prakash Narain, whose ‘socialist’ follower, Laloo
Prasad Yadav, now runs an empire of loot. murder, mass massacres. Along with Chandu,
local CPI-ML Liberation leader Sh vam Narayan Yadav was also killed In the
indiscriminate firing a nineteen years old, cart-puller- Bhuteli Mianalso lost his life.

Chandrashekhar was publicly speaking against the fodder scam, on that fatefil
day of 31st March 1997. He was also reminding the local populace that the repeated
massacres of dalits and the poorest of the poor in the interiors of Bihar by feudal, private
armies like the Ranvir sena, is actually masterminded b y the dominant power groups,
old and new, with the blessings and active collusion of forces ranging from BJP to the
ruling party led by its supremo Laloo Yadav himself; from the center of his corrupt
empire in Patna. This street corner meeting in Siwan, suddenly bathed in blood of these
young people, will haunt the conscience of this nation outside the luxurious, one-
dimensional circle of 50 years; it will haunt the public spaces of JNU, and all public
spaces, where words are answered by matia bullets, political discourse by criminal
discourse, the right to speak by the right to assassinate.

That is why; JNU students launched a massive and sustained upsurge against the
Siwan massacre. Chandrashekhar, twice president of the JNU Student’s Union, had
transcended all sectarian dimensions in his sudden and shocking death. This political
murder became a rallying point for students who faced police firing, Sadhu Yadav and
JD goons, para-military lathi charges and sustained terror tactics of mass arrests. In
wave éfler wave they came, with slogans, songs, placards, and posters of Chandu’s
sober tace, and shook the civil society and became a national agenda. The media
responded. Civil liberties groups, trade unions, teachers, writers, peasant fronts, students
& intelligentsia from all over the Country from Karbi Anglong, Guwahati and Manipur
University in the North East, though Bihar, Rajasthan and U.P to Tamil Nadu, Bengal,
Kerala and UP hills waged spontaneous protest against the killing of Chandrashekhar
The JNU Students Struggle Coordination Committee Intensified the movement, defied

Section 144, gheraoed the UF headquarters, blocked traftic at ITO, Delhi Gate and |

Bhikaji Cama Place, blocked vanltage points of the political establishment, immobilised
the state machinery, and broke barricades and rushed towards the Prime Minister’s
house, then occupied by Mr. H.D. Deve Gowda. Brutal lathi charge followed. Hundred
were injured; but the recovery was fast, resolute, a steely resolve marked this movement
of students of JNU.

Ten thousand student and ordinary people from all over the Country marched to
Siwan on 14th April last and held aumeeting at the same spot where Chandu’s v-ice was
crushed. This was a direct challenge to Shahabuddin, whose writ of, terror, extortion and
killings runs in Siwan. Fifteen thousand students Youth of AISA and RYA from all states,
marched to parliament on 29th April, broke several barricades and fought pitched battles




with the police. The police did what is knows best-- it smashed hands, heads, legs ,
bodies.

But the spirit of the movement cannot be smashed it is this spirit which remains the
essence of this convention. A democratic, non sectarian, secular and progressive spirit
which defines the agenda of criminalisation and Chandrashekhar’s challenge as its principle
paradigm.

The independent fact finding team on the Siwan killings has clearly implicated
Shahabuddin as the man behind the 31 March killings. With more than 25 murder
and other cases on him and at least 100 murders at his hands, Shahabuddin remains
on a free man, in fact a right hand man of Laloo Yadav. He is an ‘honorable’ RJD
MP; the killers of Chandrashekhar are free; the CBI enquiry promised by Laloo
under pressure from the movement, has not moved an inch; Sadhu Yadav who
snatched a police rifle to shoot student and teachers on 31 March night at Bihar
Niwas now calls the shots from 1, Anne Marg, Patna, the Chief Minister’s opulent
residence. Nothing has moved in support of justice. Injustice has entrenched itself
everywhere, and murderers and mafias rule the Political system. Criminals have
manipulated and subverted the democratic institutions of this country; there is no
accountability, no idealism, no fair play. Instead, perverse cynicism haunts the nation.

The convention and the demand for expulsion of Shahabuddin from the Parliament,
should be seen and understood in this larger context. This is not to suggest that he is alone
in the Parliament who symbolizes the criminal takeover of the political space. The list of
the historysheeters in the Parliament culs across the political spectrum. It is important to
revive and resurrect the authenticity of people’s democracy, which stands with the people,
against the criminal political mafia, against fascist-- totalitarian communalist, against an
anti-poor economic establishment sold out to the western private corporations and against
a political state which violates human rights as a norm repeatedly, again and again.

India in its fiftieth year of independence poses a spectacle where custodial deaths,
encounter killings, rape and atrocities on women, massacre of dalits, right wing communal
onslaught, unemployment, privatisation of education, infringement of academic
autonomy through reports like that of Rastogi Committee hardly makes one too proud
about the state of nation. Chandrashekhar stands as a martyr outside this whole farcical
and official celebration of the official and distorted sense of history trumpeted by the
ruling class. He exhorts even in his death, to wage an uncompromising struggle; in
fact, a second war of independence against the ‘anti-nation ’ within the nation, to
liberate the motherland again.

In that sense, this convention is a movement against static, perverse time. It 1S In
memory of Chandrashekhar as much as the radical agenda he had dreamt and fought
for, and for which he laid down his life. His life was precious. In death, he has become

°

more precious to all of us. This is why, we are determined, not to let Chandu die again.
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ASSERT STUDENT POWER IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE JUNTA

JUN’S ‘original .plana and layout include G54 hostels tor
Cetudents.  Theege hostelsg sxist only in the original desigrs, and t?e
VE repeats to- us  that JNU ie "not a residential campus” .
Meanwhila :
* JNU land meant for hoatels is being arbitarily leased out ?o
outaside instituteas and bodies. In July 1997, the Executive Councx%
aof "~ JNU ﬂ&nératulat&d the Vice Chancellor on hiz achievement of

leasing JNU . land to an autonomous institute for Plant Genome
Research. :
L Earlier on the administration leased out land at the rate of, Re'. 1
a y=ar for 30 years to ths Railways, for a resservatlon counter yhich
would serve, not just JINU etudents, but the whole of South Delhi.
Students and teachers cannot offer “incentives” to the tune of
what government officials and the like can. The result ia that
curland goes to thoss who can clinch deals with the Administration,
while our careers and. academics cuffer due to lack of accommodation.
The administration hasa algo ghown scant regpect for the concerns

O Ff studetns and teacher about a safe and secure campus . Degpite
repeated complaint: aboiut the gecuriy, the "Inquiry Committes”
provides the ' Securlty a "elean chit'. While cases of sgexual

barecasmant become foutine in JNU, the security continues To thismie
that- thalsr job is to harass students who are sitting around

harmlessly in groups or couples and are unconcaerned and unavailable -
when ineidenta of molestation GOt

—~= DEFEAT THE POLITICS OF COLLUSION, TREACHERY AND HYPOCRIBY.

Sie R C | meeting which endorsed the leasing of land was held on
2nd July 1997 and the minutes of this meeting were avallable to the
JNUSY  Presidaent. However, he felt no need to inform the gtudent
body, leave alone launeh an agitation, leaving it to the SFI-AISF to
beilig dp  the igaue on  the eve of election. dilid A oy hardly
surprising, given that the erstwhile JNUSU proudly ‘announces the
Railway Reaservation ctounter ae one of ite achievements.

The JNUSU, during its tenure itself, maintained a silence on the
Administration’s "clean chit” to the security. UWhile students rise
up In proteat againgt an insensitive VC, Admin and security, one
section of the JIJNUSU 1led by the President from SFI would publicly
diteh the atudents and ald the Admin in its cover—-ups. The other
gection “omprising the ABVP leaders, meanwhile , regularly feed a
sensation-hungry press with cooked-up stories about JNU. Mr. Govind
Mishra encouraged the JNU ®eeurity to haraas IJNU's  own students,
whom he c¢laims were compromialng JNU’g morality! :

Friends, it is not the Security’s job to poliece the action of
JNU’s students safety, and prevention of aggression towards women,
than a peeping-tormn morality. And

should be their concern, rather
e = Miakine  Oho supported the studants who wrote anti-women
pamphlets after Sutlej Nite, hasno busi . eas acting as the custodian

of JNU's moralityor shcouraging the JNL gecurity to poliece students
habits or clothing . :

In order to demand

* A revamped and respongible seeurity system on the
¥ Withdrawal of recent leases to outgide inetituteas,

AIZA callse upon JNU astudente +o participate in JNUTA’S march in
large numbers tomorrow at 11 A.M. near Administrative Block.

/G\d/" » ad /-
7 k Sharmna Kavita Krishnan
tLAISA . INU Gen.Secy ,AISA, INU._
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*  Our campus sanitation and medicare facilities leave much be desired. We
demand a clean and hygienic campus and better functioning and stock of
medicines in the Health Centre.

* We demand separate Centres for the study of Sanskrit, Indian Philosophy
and Gandhian studies.

* We want to. ensure fulfillment of SC/ST Quota.
* SFCs should be revived and made effective.
* MCM should be enhanced and linked to the mess bell.

* The Science Schools are suffering from Govt. moves to freeze grants for
felloship, lab facilities, etc. These moves should be vigourously opposed.

* Financial assistance should be provided to deserving non fellowship M.
Phil/Ph. D. students.

* Library facilities, the pillar of JNU academics, are also suffering from cuts
in grants. These should be vehemently opposed and rather efforts should be
made for procurement of necessary books, journals, etc. on a regulars basis.

* Internet facility should be made available to students of each centre,
through extension of terminals in all the centres.

* See of Foreign student of third World countries should be in occordance
with human development index.

This is our agenda for the coming year and we believe through the platform of
JNUSU we will get a chance to pursue and fulfill these demands. Support the
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad for a Nationalist and working JNUSU that
responds to the problems of the students and ensures their redressal. We have
done a lot in the last one year and with your active help and support we
propose to do a lot more in the coming year.

VANDE MATARAM! BHARAT MATA Kl JAI I

AN e N TR

CENTRAL PANEL

GOVIND CHANDRA MISHRA'
VICE- PRESIDENT : CHITRASEN ROUT
GEN-SECRETARY : JATIN KR. MOHANTY
JOINT-SECRETARY : RANDHIR KR. JHA

PRESIDENT

Election Manifesto 1997

Towards a Nationalist
and

Vibrant JNUSU

AKHIL BHARATIYA VIDYARTHI PARISHAD
' dJawahar Lal Nehru University UNIT



Friends, : :

The Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad is working for the last fifty years in
the field of education, with the mission of complete National Reconstruction.
With this ultimate objective, ABVP's nation-wide activities are geared towards :

1. Consolidating all Nationalist forces.
2. Movement for educational reform.
3. Initiation of a debate on systemic changes.

For decades since Independence, there was considered to be a national con-
sensus on the Nehruvian paradigm of socialism secularism, which considered
the assertion of the national identity of this country as comunal and reactionary.
They worshipped socialism and considered the Soviet Union as a glorious
example.

The events of the last five years have demonstrated the hollowness of this .

ideological superstructure. The Soviet Union has collapsed and their secularism
has led to vote-bank and appeasement politics.

A decisive ideological battle has begun covering the entire social, economic,
cultural and political fabric of our national life. The traditional yardstick of so-
cialism secularism is being rejected in favour of Cultural Nationalism as the
standard or yardstick for political discourse.

As a student organisation participating in a historic process of change, our role
in the wider national context can be summarized as :

1. Intense feeling of nationalism, unadulterated love for the Motherland and a
proud and informed assertion of national identity, reflected in

(a) Awakening students and masses to the dangers to national unity and se-
curity from unchecked infiltration swamping West Bengal, Assam, North-East
and other parts of the country, proxy warfare and terrorism, firing on our troops,
by hostile neighbours; we must ensure such awakening and exposing
antinational elements.

(b) Involving students in the struggle for economic freedom, from the invasion
by multinationals and international financial institutions, in the struggle for
Swadeshi as an alternative paradigm of development.

2. Social equality and harmony : The spirit of social eqality, rejecting caste
and vote bank politics and to fight injustice, untouchability and exploitation of
the weaker sections of our society, who must be provided not only education
and employment facilities but also social justice, equality and an intense feeling
of brotherhood born out of the realisation that everybody is a son of the Moth-
erland whatever be is his caste.

Another aspect of social equality is empowerment of women and equalilty of
status, both in the family and in society. A woman with a status of equality can
be the best agent of change in fact social change needs substantial participa-
tion by women in all fields of national life.

3. Educational and campus reform : The movement for saving the campuses
of our country and easing unhealthy influences from them will go on relent-
lessly, identifying and redressing campus problems, encouraging curricular and
extra-curricular activities. It is our long-standing demand that 10% of the budget
be allocated for Education and that the Right to work be made a Fundamental
Right.

THE AGENDA FOR THE JNU CAMPUS : »

Last year the ABVP had for the first time won a majority in the Students
Council. We had promised a Nationalist and Accountable JNUSU. Much has
been done in this direction during the short span of less than a year and much
more remains to be done.

* The two major concerns facing the campus at this time are that of security
and hostel facility. Recent incidents in the campus raise questions about how
safe are we, especially the girl students. Campus environment should be made
safe and secure for everybody, through involvement and participation of as
many people as possible and also through increasing the effectiveness and
efficiency of the security personnel. Unrestricted entry of outsiders should not
be allowed, especially after certain hours.

* Regarding specific problems faced by girl students, we have demanded the
setting up of a Women's Grievance Cell, affiliated to the Delhi Chapter of the
National Commission for Women and consisting of members from all the rep-
resentative institutions of JNU.

* Apart from this, our first priority is to tackle the acute hostel problem.
Allotment of one wing of Tapti Hostel has eased the problem for girl students
accomodation to some extent. We demand the immediate completion and al-
lotment fo the other wing, completion of the Mess, and construction of two more
hostels so that all outstation students can be provided hostel facility and no one
is forced to reside outside in rented rooms.

* With regard to trasportation, though the situation is much improved at
present due to the efforts of the last one year when three new buses were
inducted and 666 was revived, we plan to ensure that more bus routes termi-
nate in JNU so as to lessen the depandece on 615. We also want to ensure
U-Specials for JNU, linking the campus to the various parts of Delhi, for the
benefit of day-scholars and others who have to commute regularly.

* We plan to ensure 24 hours water supply to all the hostels in the campus,
as is now being supplied to some hostels.

* JNU has an Employment Cell for its students which is almost non-func-
tional. We propose to revive this, which will provide employment facilities for the
alumni, and shift its functioning from Old Campus to the Ad Block for the
convenience of students. Apart from, there should be placement cells in the
major centres.

* Immediate functioning of the JNU Railway Reservation Counter which has
already been sanctioned.
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AISA & 22. 0907
RE-LIVE THE LESACY OF UNTTED STRUGGLES!

JNU is at a crossroads today. For all those of us who are
committed to lintervening at this cruclal juncture, Tt ds At oade ‘the
worst of times and the best of times.

On' the mogning of 18th October last year, when the results
of a fateful election and: its momentous implications dawned on us,
hundredg of us had tears in our eyes, a determination for unity
againgt the organised attacks on all our freedonms, which We
anticdipated: ‘In the yvaear that followed, students of JNU repeatedly.
rallied together to live up to that pledge of unlted struggle. 'As
the fasciit'f0r¢es arrogantly attempted to awallow up gnq demolish
all existing democratic “ipstitutions, students indefatigably created-

newv and varlous \spa¢e=s, methods and languages. 1f- UGBMe were
imposasible and the JNUSYU office was out of bounds, =tudents made the
atreats of JNU come glive wlth 2ongs, protests and slogans. Fuhlice
menstings stopped being occamiong for apeakers’ to addraszsa
Teudiencesg’ ; they baecame a vibrant mechanism for students ~ to comsa
together, debate, take declsionsz, launch and glve direction -to
movements. If,the students gave unity a new and enriched meaning,

however, this unity came in fog¢ attack ag well. Even that section of
JNUESU leaderahlp on which the highest hopes were pinned, repeatedly
betrayed and ignored the students collective will. UWhile hostel e
cards, land-leases and fee hikes were pushed with the JNUSU's
collaboration, afudent asesertions against sexual harassment were
rejected by the JNUSU which chose to endorse the Adminigtration’s
‘cleanchits’ to sexual offenders and negligent security officials.
Today, 82 we prepare to enter the deciasive process of elections, once
again, it is time for stock-taking and reflection.

The  fact' ia, that In the decade of the 90z, this campus

was  drawn Inexorably ihito the  votrtex of' mainsgtream polliticea.
Simultaneous landmearks of Mandal and Mandir ensured that JINU too,
would experience the undeslrable polarisations, the rea

aggertions, the most concentrated expregeion of which is th
With all models of governance in India, whether the Congress,
Congresze-controllad,«ileft’ ~Supported UF, all determined to p
hlgher educatlion, ' JNU had to seel, and did creéate, new mo
atruggle and gtudent assertion which would cffer &2 new model of
uncompromising struggle for a national student movement. *

In ‘this phase, if AISA arose as a force in I, it was not
the result of an alien project of some organisational leaders, but
the organleed articulatlion of the democratle ¢

onecicusness and  long-
¢cherished .dreams of this campus Itgelf; dreams and zentiments which
the hitherto existing “left’' politics had been,unable to artleulate,
and which had receded before the concentrated rlight-wing assaults.
If these right-wing assertions of the 908 broke JNU’s islandism, the
new model of resistance to the asssaults was also developed by JNU and
broke out of the boundariea of JNU. f this model was evemplified by
Com. Chandrashekhar, hia life-cholces and his martyrddm]'lt was Aalao
exenplified by the overwhelming student ascertion that followed 1t

Creative, spontaneous and participative assertions of the
broadest posegible sectiones of JNU Students, . what has provided the
rationale for AISA's very exlstence. Thia ig why AISA
leaflet dated 28.9.%97, by geveral atudents., calllng

WL G s Lo

faor unlty agalnsat

a politics of fear and for our democratic spaces . Thre dallssaiwEa
AISA renewed hope that students’ united struggles will be kept alive,
against fascist aggressions as well as against opportuniast politics.

I1f the paat year hae been the worst of times, marked by
attempts to shrink democratic spaces, we will learn from them; as W
can learn from the vibrant and naseive movements which were times o
comradeship, debate and unity In strugsgle. It ia the experiences o
thoze movements which must be our beacon, Madting  -us for &
revolutionary opolitieca that is our only hope of saving democratic’
gpaces In the face of virulent right-wing assertions.

) W ]

e

gd/- Ashck Sharma, sd/- Kavita Krishnan
President, AISA, JNU Gen. Secy., AISA JINU



_can strengthen the studenta’ cause. We

' DEMOCRATIC STUDENTS UNION
PROGRESSIVE DEM Q8710797
ROUT ‘FORCES OF LUMPENISM AND COMPROMISE

The glaoaming issues facing us in the campus have not
been resolved despite repeated hues and eries by the JNUSU. But
when and ~with what swiftness and comunitment have the solutions
been sought? The only unmistakable commitment had been .to” woo
students and confuse them. That 7~ vhy the "August Revolution” has
began and rest assured all these wouid fizzle out after the JNUSU
election. The solutions to accomodation problem,’ transport,
electrical repairing, seat reduction, growing lumpseniasm and
cultural  decadence, de-politicisation and de-democratisation of
campus are some of the major outstanding issues. They , have been
embellished and preapted in the laast one year, but roota of theae

had been’ lald down earller and It 1z not a all of :a sudden
phenomenon .’

The approach of ABVP-SFI led JNUSU towards syruggles of
students with massive participation had been that of revocation
and ftreachery. How can we forget the way, when the entire campus
and others turned out on the streets to fight -againat atate

repression? The movement, however, continued due to its repute. ...

through the formation of the Coordination Committee. The Dayanand
episode is another pronounced instance of traitorousness, where

the "nationaliats” of both coloura conspire to enable the VC make

a ashameless egcape. The wvisit-of the gGC chairperzon 1ig Yyet
another example where the president of JNUSU (the other part of

the leaderaship beling abasent) urged atudents not to ahout =zlogang.

Well, we can go on, but then we had made the point clear.

The ABVP, the champions of nationalism and culture, has
unmashed ‘its ugly face in this campus. Their nationaliem melta
away when they see dollar bills. They hardly wmind eelling their
"Bharat Mata” to MNCs and imperialist powers for some commission
and most of thesge nationaliste asgpire to gc¢ to West to get gsome
dollar for some abasement. They talk of Swadeshil in DCM-TCYOTAites
and SWARAJ-MAZDAites. The Delhi Gevt. of these naticnaligts have
gold our A1l | 6ur ‘metional heto8 To MNC=. ¢ So- much (for thaie
natlonaliam. And for thelr culture? Leas q@fd iz better. For petty
money packets they can dance with Jackeson and ahout with Yanni.
The inherent lumpgenigm that ig dn their blood need .not be

elaborated. Today they are also talking of non-viclence, whose

definition can be seen from Ayodhya, from Seelampur, from Bombay

again and ‘again, be it against minority community or be it dalits.

This hag led to the aentiment amonget the student
community that these lumpens should not come to JNUSU again. Many
of ua have tried the move of unifying the progreasive gections ao
that the votea: are not divided. Howevaer, SFI-AISF had &
characteriasticireaponse to thia by nut willing to be party to thie
at all. They have expoased themzselves and their shout of anti-ABVE
iz bogug. Thelr real fear lg the ravolutionary forces.

" Respecting the sentiments of the
to contest for one posat,

propagate our politics.
gtudenta’ atruggles and integration of them to various igsues of
soclety. However amall may we be, we balieve that
primary and keeping away from manipulation and

ople we have decided

keenping politics
compromizge alone

aggsert that one
revolutionary carriea more weight than

revisionist forces.

. S8df-

Arun Dev

"Incharge, PDSU Campaigning Team :

80 that votes are not divided and we can,
Our politices has a hiastory --history of "

hundreda of reactionary and
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BAHUJAN STUDENTS’ FRONT-RASTRIYA CHHATRA JANATA DAL JNU NE%/EE%%%
NEED FOR THE BAHUJAN UNITY FOR COMPLETE TRANSFER OF POWER
"Hinduism does not appeal to my conscience. My self-respect

can not assimilate Hinduism... The religion that does mnot

recognize you as a human being, or give you water to drink, or

allow you to enter the temples is not worthly to be called a

religion... The religion that asks its adherents to aunfter to

touch of animals but not to touch of Human beings & hot &
religion but a mockery” . = Dr. B.R. Ambedkar

Leftist (SFI-AISF—AISA) and Rightist forces are famous for
violence and vandalism not only in JNU but outside also. 1f£:-BdP
has groups like, VHP and Bajrang Dal, the CPM is not behind which
iz running Action Group tO suppress the voice of voiceless people
and CPICML) is famous for Chai Inch Chhota Kar Denge. SFI-AISF &

AISA ahould not be geen different ftrom thelr parental

organisations. The violence and vandallszm which took place

infront. of EC office by ABVP was a creation of all left parties
contesting election in this campus . The left parties failed to
stop ABVEP by ballot ‘then they made all possible efforts to cancel
nomination papers of not only ABVP but NSUI and BSF supported
joint gecretary candidate also. The leitists are famous to
create and exploit the opportunity: what exactly they have done

v 101697, Their intention was clear, they wanted to create an

emphobla of ABVP In thiag campus S0 that the fresherg may turn: in

favour of the leftist in which they failed once again. BS&F-RCJD
alliance can only stop ABVP in this campus and BSP-RJD are
capable enough to stop BJP all over the country. Leftiast and
rightiat are representing the same interest group i.e. BSOs. The
real proletariat - S5Cs/5Ts, Muslims, Christians, Buddhists and

OBRCz must capture the temple of power and they are enough in
number by gtrengthening their unity.
The S.Cs. Constitute 1/6 of the total population. A majority

of them have only their body as an asset. More than 80% of these
do not own land. They are landless cultivators, which da&a &
mishomer . They cultivate it sy dou not: own land. They
dependent on thosge who own thelir land on paper and totally at
thelr mercy. The contribution sf  the S5 €& Lo the country’s
econonmy, in terms of Physical labour is the highest. Economic
circumnstances force particularly s.C. women tTo contribute
Phyaical labour while the per caplta in come of the 8.Ca la the
lowest.

The mosgt startling thing about planned development of the
OBCas ias nothing systematic was done in this direction upto 1990,
i.e. forty eix years after independence, apd forty years after
the process of flve Yyear plans started. The failure to
recognize the ORCa-: At the central level alao meant that no
efforts were made by the planners and resource dlstributors at
the national level for thelr development and welfare. Thia had
regulted in the deprivation a4 OBCéa ‘of their legitimate dues and
share in the fruits of development and welfare in independent
india and above their hiatorical deprivation and exploitation.

The Muglims are the worege victims of - the BS0O 8. In deciglon
making postsa in ALl india Administrative Ceprvice —-2.14%; Indian
Pollce Service-3%; Central Secretariat Service o Selection Grade-
gy [ i At Grade-1-1.27%; Gection Officers-0.72% and Assistants-0.42%
wvhereag In Pre-Independence Era Muglimse representation more than
double in Comparison to their population. This is the high time
for the muslims to come out from leftiat hangover and join hand
wlith Bahujan to defeat Leftist and Rightist BE5O.

JAI BHIM
VOTE AND SUPORT RSF-RCJD PANEL IN FORTY-COMING ELECTION(20/10/97)
SANTANU KUMAR DAS - Presidential Candidate
ANJUN HUSSAIN - Vice Prasidential Candidate
SHAHID AKHTAR ANSARI - General Secretary Candidate
KUKU PANYANG ~ Joint Secretary(lndependent)

BISHNU CHARAN MALLICK- 885 Councillor
Chandrashekhar Ram, Nikhil Kumar, M.K. Hugsain for BSF & RCJD



FREE THINKERS
THY PLATFORM FOR UNITED STUDENTS STRUGGLE

Just imagine for a while that ABVP doez not exiat in the campus;

can anyone think of the rajfszond'strsz of laft in general and AISA
in particular or vice versa. Both ARBVP and the left thrive in
this campus just by slandering each other. The saslogansg like

*ehhe inch c¢hhotta’ and ’Jala do Mitado’® legitimatiased the
concept of violeance in the minds of the students in the campus
and unfortunately ABVE has started to practice precigaly that.
The incident at the EC’s office is a testimony to the above said.

It 1as sasurpriaing that both theze blocks fight with each other
inspite of being complementary to each other, at least with

respect to the degradation of the campus culture. It -is for ——the
students of J.N.U. to note that the replacement of the culture of
debate anhd- aizcdsalon by a > Culture 0f violence, verbal

altercations, hijacking of issues, parallel union activities etc.
is not a mere coincidence but has a direct relationship with the
emergence of ABVP & AISA in the early 1990s. Both thegse radical
outfits came up in the campus simultaneously and sgtrengthened
ecach other by exploiting the sentiments of the gstudentsa. Both
are communal by their own rights. Violence is preached by the
16ttt and the Right puts it to practice. The Right performsg the
act and the Left makes It to do 1t. In thisa way they entich sach
other in &a way that tendg to negate the cause of the students
community in general.

Turning the pages of hisgtory one discerns that, thie process of
mutual strengthening has started long back. One doesn’t require
Solomenic wiasdom :to infer that the formatlon of Pakliztan (a
demand of the Muaslim League) was accepted in principle by
Communistas and wasg ensgsured by the rightist ’'Communal-fascists’®.

In this backdrop, we, the Free Thinkers, seek the view of the
student community, as thelr conscience speaks. UWe belleve that
the 1in difference and inactivity of ’not-power-hungry’® studenta
Hae gilvéen a free go for the designas of the 'Left' and "Ripht'
dirty politica. The Free Thinkera warna the studenta community
that 1f they donot exposge these ultra-radicals and rightist-

communal forces then the culture of the premier university would
deteriorate further. :

J N Ut rthec el tadel “of learntne of our country is a place which
is the rendezvous of the emergence of alternative paradigm. of
human development. Sticking to dogmatic principles makes the

otherwise fragrance sprinkling blossoming mind to talk 1like a
parrot and that pains the heart of a free thinker which shall
ultimately force him/her to gulp Hemlock.

Think rationally, have dedication of purpose and come along with

the Free Thinkers -to reconstruct the culture of debate and
discussion. ‘

PRESIDENT
Priyabrata Behera
COUNCILLORS
Sk SIS 585
Preeti Sharma - Kalicharan Sethi Deepika Lohia
8d/-
GIRIJA B. NANDA
RAM SINGH

(Election Coordinators)

ATTEND OUR FIRST ELECTION MEETING IN
GODAVARI MESS “TODAY AT 9 .30 PM
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AKHIL BHARATIYA VIDYARTHI PARIHAD
TR 130497

Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad’s agenda for national
reconstruction is inclusive and encompasses marginalised
sections of Indian society, Vanvasis, labour, kisans and
Dalits. ABVP believes in empowering the marginalised
sections through integration instead of fuelling
“eonfrontation. That is why we have consistently supported
reservations far those who have been exploited and
digeriminated throughout centuries. The problem Of
inequality is not merely a matter of economic egqnity but la &
matter of social status and eultural dignity. The Indian
cultural sthosa recognises divinity in every being and has no
place for social inequality. An intenae feeling of
brotherhood born out of this realisation will eradicate caste
differences and inequalities. We firmly believe that the
programmes of social upliftment and economic help along with
aggertion of individual dignity through the Iinclusive agenda
of . Higditva  will strengthen and sustain the feeling of
brotherhood.

The 1ideology of Hindutva has been the guiding oprinciple of
not only Vidyarthi Parishad but also Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh
(BMS), the largest trade union in India, Vanvasi Kalyan
Ashram and Bharatiya Kigan Sangh (BKS). It should be of no
surprisey that the overwhelming majority of Indian working
class is solidly behind BMS or that Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram has
empowered lakha of tribals from North-Eaat, Vananchal
(Jharkhand), Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh et
The challenge thrown up by the vote bank politics of cagte ig
to be met by socially combining constructive work with
struggle. It ia al#o necesasary to egpouge the cause of
those who even today suffer from inequality, injustice and
degradation. ABVP has congistently espoused the agspirations
of Dalits, Tribals and OBCs for social justice as is evident
from the unflinching support to the renaming of Marathwada
University as Babasaheb Ambedkar Univeraity and in
resservations for OBCs.

The most important aapect of social equality is status of
women In the family and in the gsoclety. Special effort to
educate all in this regard ia necegsary. A woman with a
status of equality can be the best agent of change. In - f&dh
#ocial change needs substantial participation of women. ABVP
views women as ’‘shakti’, embodiment of power and as agent of
#ocial change. The empowerment of women is an important par?
of the agenda of Hindutva and has become all the more
important .today due to commodification of women by rising
consumerism and ite consequent threat to a healthy family
aystem. We fully support 33% reservation for women in
elective bodies.
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The Communists are trying their hest to hoodwink the
marginaliszed Vanvasis, Dalitse and workers by promisging
radical changes not in "praxis” but by pedantic theoriaing.
The communiste and other left overs of the. left are harpling

on "conflict” and "contradictions” and are trying to gain a
foothold by encouraging cagTeism in alliance with
"progressive” ljeaders 1ike Mulayam Singh and Pappu Yadav.
But ag with communists all over the world the "internal
contradictions” of the JNU communiats has only resulted in

their showing off of their theorising akkille and has exposed
thelr inability to play a meaningful role in empowering

Vanvasis, Dalits, women and workera. Although the leftiasts
dominated the JNUBU for the paast 26 yeara they couid not
enaure fulfillment of SC/S8T quota in the admissions. ABVP

pledgea to continue ita effort to g=t the  SC/&L. SUOLR

&=

fulfilled by the administration.

ARVP stands for awadeshi security and gocial harmony. Bor: A
confliet free society and to enaure social justice fOr.. wall
let us support ABVP.

VANDE MATARAM!
Sd /&
Manish Kumar
Election Campaign Coordinator

ELECTION COMMITIEE

Pradeep Tandon, Pramod Singh, Rabi Ranjan, Sonali, Vandana
Jha, Uma Shankar, Rajeev Tiwari, Manvendra, Fradeep Dabral,
Vikran, Avinaash, Maniegh Chiranjiv, Rakesh.

N

YOUR CANDIDATES FOR THE FORTHCOMING JNUSU ELECTIONS
(200H OCT 1997 '

President : GOVIND CHANDRA MISHRA
Vice President t CHITRASEN ROUT

General Secretary : JATIN KR. MOHANTY
Joint Secretary z RANDHIR KR. JHA

S Ly S85 815
AMITABH ASHUTOSH DEEPAK
ERFAN KHAN BIRENDRA KRISHNA
MUKUL MANASL PRAVEEN
SUBHOJIT SHAILESH SANDEEP
VARSHA TANU SUMIT
Part-Time:

MUKE&H

*Support and Eleet the entire ABVP PanelX
* Election Office: 38, Periyar Hostel

VANDE MATARAM!



