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Prof. Shahid Amin
14 Calvalry Lane,
Delhi University
Delhi-110007.

Dated

Subject: Panel for review of the Public Records Act, 1993 and Public Records Rules,
1997 — regarding.

Sir/Madam,

A Review Panel has been constituted by the Government of India to review the
working of the Public Records Act, 1993 and Public Records Rules, 1997 and to suggest
amendments thereof in order to make these enactments more efficient and relevant in the
changed scenario. The first meeting of the said panel is proposed to be held in the
second week of June 2009.

You are requested to offer your valuable comments/ suggestions, if any, in this
regard at your convenience or if possible by 2 June 2009.

- Copies of Public Records Act, 1993 and Public Records Rules, 1997 alongwith a
brief note are enclosed for ready reference. You may also visit our website
www.nationalarchives.nic.in as it contains information on Public Records Act and the
Public Records Rules and other relevant information in this regard.
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(S.M.R. Baqar)
Director General of Archives
Government of India
Phone No. 2338 3436
Fax No. 2338 4127
Encl..- As above
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Panel for review of the Public Records Act, 1993 and Public Records Rules, 1997,

Concept Note

The Government of India enacted the Public Records Act, 1993 and Public
Records Rules, 1997 to regulate the management, administration and preservation of
Public Records of Central Government and Union Territory Administrations. The
National Archives of India is the nodal agency for implementation of the said Act and
Rules as also the sole repository of the documentary heritage of the country. Records
serve as a memory of an organization and collectively, they become memory of a
nation. In the recent past, and more particularly in the post RTI era, where
transparency, accountability, effective and responsive government has become the
mantra, efficient management of Public Records has gained unprecedented
importance and records management hold the key. However, the Records Creating
Agencies of Government of India have not taken the Public Records Act that seriously
and records management has not been given the due importance it deserves. As a
result, the Public Records are often neglected and important records of permanent
value which should have been consigned to the portals of National Archives of India
have not been happening. The clamour and demand for Public Records, particularly of
post independence period, by scholars is more pronounced today than any time before
and there is an outcry to further liberalize access policy to Public Records.

While it has been the constant endeavour of National Archives of India to evolve
a sound records management programme, the response from the Records Creating
Agencies is not encouraging.

Based on the experience gained in the last decade on the working of the Public
Records Act & the Public Records Rules, and to make these legislations more effective,
the Central Government has decided to take a fresh look and have constituted a Panel
in February, 2009 to review and amendment the Public Records Act & Rules. The
Terms of Reference have been formulated to be placed before the Review Panel whose
first meeting is scheduled to be held sometime in the second week of June, 2009. '

This is also an opportunity for the archival professionals, scholars, academics,
users of archives, learned institutions and public at large, to offer their
comments/suggestions which could be considered by the Review Panel. The stack
holders have a responsible role and their views in this regard, would be of utmost
importance in carrying out amendments and making the Public Records Act and the
Public Records Rules that much more meaningful and effective.
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